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1066: Hastings to Tonbridge
Andy Pope, Line Officer 
andy@southeastcrp.org

What a tremendously busy “Community Rail 
week”. I have supported four events on the 
SCRP Network. 

In a clockwise direction, 

• The Battle Ramblers tried a “Rail to 
Ramble” walk from Frant to Wadhurst with 
a return train journey, 

• Bike marking at the AMEX, Sussex Downs

• GTR Community Service day at Ore 
Station, Marshlink line. 

• The Friary Gardeners attended 
Robertsbridge Station for their annual try 
a train trip and plant out.
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Marketing and Communications 
Paul Bromley Comms Officer
paul@southeastcrp.org
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The Case Studies web page went live after some 

tweaks using the template and format to match the 

written version.

New Case Studies have been added to the website. 

I compiled and circulated a production guide to all 

staff. This section of our website will provide us with 

a useful resource in reporting our projects and 

activities to our TOCs – and in preparing entries for 

CRN Awards.

Otherwise, it’s been Community Rail Week all the 

way with lots of publicity on our various channels 

and external publicity for our many ‘More Than A 

Railway’ events.
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Arun Valley: Gatwick Airport to 
Bosham
Rowena Tyler, Line Officer
rowena@southeastcrp.org

• Community Rail week was taken up with enthusiasm by station 
adopters along the line:

• Horsham station benefitted from not one, but two groups from 
QEII SEN School, cleaning their art gallery and showing off the new 
art;

• Charles and Sam from the Aldingbourne Trust travelled to 
Littlehaven, Crawley, Arundel and Chichester to maintain the 
planters

• On our journey, we bumped in Rob Whitehead, with his dog, 
Badger, on their way to Dorking for the Surrey Arts initiative.

• The week will be rounded off on Friday with a celebration picnic 
at Arundel station, attended by the Mayor, volunteers, and GTR staff 
– full story and photos will be on SCRP website next week.
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Hounslow to Richmond 
Michael Olden Line Officer
michael@southeastcrp.org  

• I travelled up to Brentford FC’s Gtech Community 
Stadium to meet James Beale, sustainability 
manager, and to hear a presentation by 
‘Greengage’ who are helping Brentford Football 
club develop a biodiversity strategy. There are 
opportunities to work with volunteers and local 
groups including Kew Gardens and Apo Housing to 
look at ‘greening’ Kew Bridge station.

• I spent some time at Waterloo on Thursday 
meeting with (L to R) Binita and Sam from Aztec 
Events, Ben Reed, Seema Rao-Reed, Paula 
Aldridge and myself, finalising plans for our 
Freddie Mercury event on 12th June.

• 121 with Andy Pope

• Also, I a spent a very soggy hour in the rain 
measuring the parapet of a bridge at Kew Bridge 
station ready for a potential mural project.
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Sussex Coast 
Line Hove to Littlehampton 
Rowena Tyler Line Officer
rowena@southeastcrp.org

To kick off Community Rail Week, what could be more 
appropriate than a really inlcusive Line Group meeting?  
The tag of ‘More than a Railway’ was evidenced with 18 
attendees from various organisations or volunteer groups, 
all with an interest in assisting our shared objectives. We 
were hosted admirably by Shoreham Port, most fitting, as 
the inaugural meeting of this line in 2018 was also at this 
fantastic venue (photo top left).

As this would be my last meeting as Line Officer for the 
Sussex Coast Line, it was a poignant event for me, and I 
was overwhelmed by the kind comments, gifts and cards.   
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Sussex Downs Line Seaford to Brighton
Paul Bromley Line Officer
paul@southeastcrp.org
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Very well-attended bike marking and 
registration event on the concourse 
of the Amex stadium at Falmer 
(despite the rain) with support from 
CRN, Sustrans, Albion, universities of 
Sussex and Brighton, Mayor of 
Brighton & Hove in his first official 
engagement and Seaford town crier.

News story on our website here, full 
video on our YouTube channel here 
(worth a watch), plus press release 
issued to local media – Sussex World 
story here.

Plus, Trevor, Andy and I had a 1-2-1 
on-site - Community Rail goals!

mailto:rowena@southeastcrp.org
https://www.southeastcrp.org/bike-marking-event-reaches-goal-of-promoting-sustainable-travel/
https://youtu.be/nPkAi8Q1PhM
https://www.sussexexpress.co.uk/news/bike-marking-event-at-amex-stadium-reaches-goal-of-promoting-sustainable-travel-4638990


Uckfield - East Grinstead - Oxted 
Sharon Gray Line Officer
sharon@southeastcrp.org

• Back to their former glory.  The 
series of visit Crowborough 
posters designed by members of 
Crowborough Arts have been 
restored and re-printed onto 
waterproof material.  

• New bus information panel 
courtesy of Metrobus has been 
installed at East Grinstead 
station.  
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North Downs Line Gatwick- Redhill- Reading 
Line officer Sara Grisewood sara@southeast.crp.org

.

9

A fantastic event for Community Rail Week, 

with Surrey Hills National Landscape, Surrey 

Choices and Blackwater Countryside Trust 

which we have been planning for a while; it 

all came together today with trains on time, 

no rain, and some sunshine. After useful 

safety and confidence building talk at Redhill 

from Cath, the drawing activity on the train 

allowed for some mindful sketching 

imagining the movements of the rare hazel 

dormouse running around the undergrowth 

near the track. This was followed by a walk 

around the fishing lake at Farnborough 

North, with useful plant identifying, how 

willows thrive near water, and plenty of 

goose poo! Mike Knott at Farnborough North 

gave a tour of Reg’s Garden and we all had 

a picnic lunch. Definitely 

#MoreThanARailway!!! Photo by Emma Coles
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Marshlink Line Hastings - Ashford International 
Sara Grisewood, Line Officer
sara@southeastcrp.org

Volunteers from both GTR/Southern and 
Network Rail, had the opportunity to help at the 
very beginning of the new community garden at 
Ore Station as part of Community Rail Week.
It was great to have Jason, GTR Head of 
Environment and Sustainability, together with 
colleagues Claudia and Eloise, who are now 
going to help with signage to protect new 
wildflower planting at this station.
A secret and fragrant ingredient was added to 
the new beds before planting: duck poo, from 
the ducks Suzanne keeps in her back garden
Sara and Suzanne provided homemade cake 
and drinks;  the event was fun and rewarding 
with the sun shining all day! Thanks to Andy 
Pope for his hard work too and this photo. 
Thanks to Kevin for more great photos!

From GTR: Patrick Ladbury, Tracy Jarvis, Rob Whitehead, Steve 
Jackson, Jason Brooker, Eloise Rowan, Claudia Mak; from 
Network Rail Steve Gausden, Katie Collins; and Suzanne and 
Sara.

mailto:sara@southeastcrp.org


Ton- Reigate  
Sharon Gray Line Officer
sharon@southeastcrp.org 
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Windsor to Reading 
Sandy Mahon, Line Officer 
sandy@southeastcrp.org

• This Community Rail Week I have been 
posting on various social media channels 
attractions that are easily accessible from 
stations on the Windsor to Reading line. 

• Organising bulbs for planting at Winnersh and 
Winnersh Triangle.

• Working with website designer on updates and 
changes to my page.

• Liaising with other SWR CRP officers for a day 
trip and catch-up in Dorchester, Dorset.

• Lovely day at Reg’s Garden, Farnborough, 
with colleagues Cath and Sara.
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Go Learn Education
Cath Reed Education Officer
cathreed@southeastcrp.org 

• For Community Rail week I worked 
with a class of pupils from St Andrews 
Primary school in Crawley.

After a rail safety workshop we travelled 
to Balcombe to go on a “”welly walk” 
with Rachel Bennington from High 
Weald National Landscape Partnership. 
Rachel also ran a workshop with the 
pupils focusing on map reading .

 Two planning a Journey workshops 
followed by two train rides and station 
visits at Horsham station with 60 pupils 
from Our Lady Queen of Heaven 
Primary school in Crawley
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Go Train GWR Education
Maddy Mills Education Officer 
maddy@southeastcrp.org 

• ‘Sustainable & Healthy Travel’ workshop 
at St. Peter’s School, Farnborough, 31 x 
Year 6 pupils.  Played the new Myth 
Busters movie and filmed the class 
watching it for the GWR Stakeholder 
Conference next month.

• ‘Planning your Journey & Staying Safe’ 
workshops at Queen Eleanor’s School, 
Guildford, 90 x Year 6 pupils.

• Reading Station Visits for Potley Hill 
School, Blackwater.  40 x Year 6 pupils 
over 2 days.

• Photo is Farnborough North station 
looking towards Reading, taken in March 
1987.  Will give the original to Mike Knott 
to display in the Station Master’s house!
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• There are so many highlights from this very busy Community 
Rail Week which has demonstrated the More than a Railway 
headline. SCRP line officers have worked with so many different 
stakeholders, partners, station groups & of course volunteers to 
make the events happen – Thank you all!

• Great to start Community Rail Week with a visit to Shoreham 
port for the Sussex Coast Line steering group meeting. 

• I also took the opportunity to have a quick preview of the 
community garden at Southwick Station – lots of potential, hard 
work & fundraising required here! (New fencing & weed 
suppression has been started since this photo was taken by the 
Friends of Southwick Station). 

SCRP CIC News
Fiona Morton CEO & Trevor Field Finance Officer

• Visited the Amex stadium concourse to support SCRP’s 

Paul & Andy for the bike marking event grant funded 

from CRN’s Integrated Sustainable Transport Fund.

• There is still more to come this weekend with the 

Stonegate to Etchingham (Rail to Ramble) walk with 

Tunbridge Wells Ramblers & train return.
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