North Downs Line
TREASURE HUNT TRAIL
Hunt for clues on the North Downs Line to find some quirky
Alice in Wonderland ‘treasures’. Solve one or both mysteries
and enter a competition to win some ‘treasure’ of your own.

To purchase your
GWR train tickets,
please go to

www.gwr.com

x

THE NORTH DOWNS LINE TREASURE HUNT CHALLENGE

LEWIS CARROLL IN GUILDFORD
Lewis Carroll (real name Reverend Charles Dodgson),
author of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and
Through the Looking-Glass, moved his six unmarried
sisters to The Chestnuts on Castle Hill in Guildford
following the death of their father in 1868. Although he
himself lived most of his life at Oxford’s Christ Church
College, as both a scholar and a teacher, he became
a frequent visitor to Guildford and, indeed, passed
away there in 1898, following a bout of influenza.

The North Downs Line follows the beautiful Surrey Hills and North Downs Way from Gatwick
and Redhill along to Guildford, then swings north towards busy Reading. Join us on an Alice
in Wonderland-themed treasure hunt adventure as you travel up and down the line.
There are two parts to this adventure: the blue Redhill to Guildford trail (see pages 3—4 and
map on back cover), and the green Guildford to Reading trail (see pages 5—6 and map on
back cover). You can solve just one, or both mysteries. Each correct answer entitles you to
one entry into the competition. Allow two and a half hours for each part, five hours for the two,
or make a day of it by enjoying a bit of sightseeing and/or a meal along the way (see ‘North
Downs Line’ on the Southeast Communities Rail Partnership website for sightseeing ideas).
SOLVING THE MYSTERIES
You need to solve a series of clues to find out where the
missing item is located. The answers are words, letters
and numbers that you will find as you solve the clues,
with each clue enabling you to cross off a location. At
the end of each part you should be left with just one
place name—the location of the missing ‘treasure’!
There are four kinds of clue in each Trail:
Clues that can be solved either within the
train, or from the train.

Clues that can be solved by exploring this
Trail booklet.

IMPORTANT!
Take the utmost care at all times!
You are responsible for the safety
of you and your party. If you have
young children with you, keep
them with you at all times!
Respect the privacy and property
of other passengers and be quiet
and discreet as you look for clues.
If you do not wish to keep this
Trail booklet after completing the
challenge, please recycle it.

Clues that can be solved either within or
nearby a station.
Clues that require you to leave the station
and undertake a little excursion on foot.

ENTER THE COMPETITION!
To enter the competition, go to our website and
enter your details by midnight Sunday 4th
September 2022. Prize details can be found on:

www.southeastcrp.org/TreasureHunt
You can take part in this hunt at any time but
can only enter the competition between July and
September 2022. Please note that any more
than two entries—one for each part of the
route—will be discounted. Good luck!
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THE SMALL PRINT
Every effort has been made to ensure
that the Trail is accurate at the time of
printing. We cannot be held responsible
for any unforeseen changes that may
interfere with the easy solving of clues.
Customers must accept full liability
and are solely responsible for the safety
of themselves and their party whilst
undertaking the Trail. We cannot be
held responsible for the loss or damage
to property, or accident or injury to life
or limb incurred whilst participating in
this Trail activity.
The Trail is entirely fictional; backstories
and place names are for fun only.

Through the Looking-Glass
statue in the castle grounds
nearby and a charming statue of Alice with her sister in
Millmead, by the river, and
pay your respects at his
grave, in The Mount Cemetery.

Lewis Carroll’s legacy remains in Guildford today. You
can visit St Mary’s Church in Quarry Street, where he
often preached, and view memorabilia of the author
and his works in the Guildford Museum. Although in
private ownership and therefore not open to the public,
you can take a look at
Lewis Carroll’s Guildford
home, The Chestnuts
(see image right), which
is located just around the
corner from the museum
on Castle Hill. You can
also pay your respects at Lewis Carroll’s grave at The
Mount Cemetery, and admire a striking Alice Through
the Looking-Glass statue in the castle grounds and a
charming sculpture of Alice, her sister and the White
Rabbit popping down a hole, in Millmead.
You will pass all but one of these places of interest on
the Guildford ‘Alice’ Excursion section of the green
trail, on pages 5—6. Lewis Carroll’s grave is not
included in the excursion, but is located on The Mount,
which is only a 10-15 minute uphill walk away from the
Town Bridge. The cemetery postcode is GU2 4JB.
If you intend completing the Reading to Guildford Trail
only, the ‘Alice’ excursion gives you the perfect excuse
to complete the other Trail as well—either on the same
day or at a later date—it gives you two chances to win!
SOUTHEAST COMMUNITIES RAIL PARTNERSHIP
To find out more about the Southeast Communities
Railway Partnership, please explore our website:

www.southeastcrp.org
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REDHILL TO GUILDFORD: ‘OFF WITH THEIR HEADS!’
Oh dear! The Queen of Hearts is on the warpath. She’s lost her tarts, and
the Knave, Alice and everyone else are in danger of losing their heads if the
tarts are not found soon. No-one knows who stole them, or indeed if they
were stolen at all! To track them down, travel the North Downs Line between
Redhill and Guildford solving seven clues en route (see below), and three
clues on foot in Guildford (see ‘Alice Excursion’ opposite). You’re just 10
clues away from solving the mystery! Good luck and enjoy the challenge!

Clue 1 On a map outside the entrance to Redhill Station, carefully add together the

number of wine glass icons and black taxi icons shown within a three minute
walk of where you are standing. All letters in your answer appear in just one
place name on the signpost opposite. Cross it out—the tarts are not there!

Clue 2 Something visible between Betchworth and Dorking Deepdene will enable
you to cross another location off the rickety signpost. [NB: You’ll need to look
to your right if travelling from Redhill to Guildford, and to your left if you are
travelling from Guildford to Redhill.]
Clue 3 Count the total number of level crossings the train crosses between Gomshall
and Shalford (you’ll have to keep alert to spot both stations if the train isn’t
stopping there!). Your answer is tucked away within one place name on the
signpost opposite (p.6). Cross it off!

Clue 4 Hunt on board for the following ’Welcome’ (see image right).
Been delayed 15 minutes or more? You need to cross out a
place name on the signpost that is an anagram of the name
of a two-word scheme that provides compensation.

Clue 5 Make a thorough examination of this booklet to find a trunk (not the kind

associated with the railway!). A symbol beneath it will enable you to eliminate
another place name. Try as you may, you won’t find any tarts there, stolen or
otherwise! The Queen is becoming very impatient, so keep up the good work!

Clue 6 Can you spot the following in your carriage (see image right)?
In a pique of anger, the Queen of Hearts has removed an
item. This missing item provides a clue to another tart-free
location. Cross it off!

Clue 7 Near the barriers at Guildford Station, study a memorial to fallen comrades.

Which number from 1 to 9 does not appear on the marble plaque. Using the
simple code 1=A, 2=B, etc., convert your answer to a letter to find the first
initial of a place name to eliminate.
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GUILDFORD ‘ALICE’ EXCURSION
Exit Guildford Station and go right. Take the
underpass and exit left. Go right of the YMCA
Kitchen building and down the steps to the
river. Keep right and just before The White
House, turn left across the Town Bridge. Go
up High Street and turn right along Chapel St.
to the end of Chapel
Clue Walk
Street, then look for the name
8 of someone Alice met at a tea

party. Add together all digits in the street
and telephone numbers there. The initials
of your answer match those of a location.

Walk up the hill, veer right at The March Hare
and follow the path right of the bollards.
Scout around to

Clue find the following
9 (see image right).

The last name of another girl
pictured nearby rhymes with
a word in a tart-free location.

Exit this garden and continue left down the
path. Towards the bottom, look back up the
street to your left—the second house along is
The Chestnuts, Lewis Carroll’s Guildford
home. Pass through the big arch and turn right
past the museum. Cross to the other side of
the street and keep on. Before you reach St
Mary’s (where the Rev. Dodgson sometimes
preached), carefully descend a narrow alley to
your left. At the bottom, cross the road ahead,
turn left, then right and follow the path left of
the theatre across the river. Once across, turn
right and follow the river bank and signs back
to the station, solving one clue as you go.
for a rabbit disappearing
Clue Look
down a hole. The first word
10 beneath the title on a page of

SOLVING THE MYSTERY
Cross out the locations on the rather wonky
signpost below as you solve the clues.
When you have solved all the clues and
completed the Trail, you should be left with
just one place name—the location of the
Queen of Hearts’ missing tarts!
To enter the competition, simply submit
your answer on the Southeast Communities
Rail Partnership website (see website
address below). You will be contacted if you
are a winner. Good luck!

www.southeastcrp.org/TreasureHunt

YAPLEE YARD
HATCHET ROCK
GREBE CLOSE
SPEIGHT’S WELL
OLD ROPE INN
FORTUNE TREE
THE FOXES’ LAIR
MARBLE MAIDEN
CHALKY CLIFFS
BALFOUR ARMS
THE CROSS KEYS

a book being read by Alice and her sister
will enable you to cross another name off
the signpost!
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GUILDFORD TO READING: ‘CURIOUSER AND CURIOUSER!’
Something very curious indeed has happened—the Cheshire Cat has lost
his trademark smile! Neither he nor Wonderland will be the same without
his enigmatic grin, so it must be found! Can you work out where it has
gone? Travel the North Downs Line between Guildford and Reading,
solving seven clues along the way (see below), and a further three on a
short excursion through Reading’s Abbey Quarter (see p.4 opposite). You’re
just 10 clues away from solving this most baffling mystery! Best of luck and have fun!

Clue 1 The North Downs Line crosses a total of six main waterways. Count how many
rivers you cross between Guildford and North Camp. Your answer is tucked
away within one place name on the railway tracks opposite (p.4). Cross it off—
the elusive smile is definitely not there!

Clue 2 As you leave Blackwater Station travelling towards Reading,
spot the following to your left. The first letters of two missing
words will help you to cross a place off. [NB: If travelling
towards Guildford, look hard right as you enter the station.]

Clue 3 Look for a branch of a well-known supermarket chain between Crowthorne and
Wokingham [NB: Look to your left if travelling from Reading to Guildford or to
your right if travelling from Guildford to Reading.] Each vowel within the name
of the supermarket appears twice in a place name. Cross that location off!

Clue 4 Scout around the train to spot the following (see image

right). How many pieces of litter is the person dropping into
the bin? The first and last letters of your answer match the
initials of another location to cross off the railway tracks.

Clue 5 Find the station on the North Downs Line located between Dorking West
and Chilworth and then identify the middle two letters in the name of this
station. Cross off a location that ends in these two letters—the Cheshire Cat’s
broad grin won’t be found lurking there!
Clue 6 Now hunt around the train to find the following image on a
‘Safety information’ board. The first four letters of something
that needs to be removed will enable you to identify another
location you can safely eliminate.
Clue 7 Find a ‘Reading Station map’ within Reading Station (not the blue and yellow

map). Count how many waiting areas there are in the station (see key symbol).
Look for the platform that corresponds to your answer. A place you can buy
refreshments on that platform provides a clue to another location to eliminate.
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ABBEY QUARTER EXCURSION
You will pass a number of information boards
as you hunt down the following clues. Do read
them to get a good understanding of the area.
Exit Reading Station and go left. At the corner
just past RailAir, cross the road towards the
Forbury Works building. Once across, go left,
then right up Blagrave Street. Cross over
where safe to do so and pass the museum
and Town Hall building. Turn left just before
St Laurence’s Church, into the churchyard.
Exit to the street ahead and cross over. Solve
three clues as you explore Forbury Park.

Clue Find a list of Privates beneath
Maiwand Lion’s front left
8 the
paw. The first initials of two

Martins match the initials of another place
name to eliminate from your hunt. There is
no smile there!

SOLVING THE MYSTERY
Cross out the locations on the tracks below
as you solve the clues. When you have
solved all the clues and completed the Trail,
you should be left with just one place
name—the location of the missing smile!
To enter the competition, simply submit
your answer on the Southeast Communities
Rail Partnership website (see website
address below). You will be contacted if you
are a winner. Good luck!

www.southeastcrp.org/TreasureHunt

TULLY’S EATERY
FRENCH FOLLY
IGGY’S MARSH

Clue Look high and
9 low for this

(see image
right). A name will enable
you to eliminate another
location surplus to requirements.

Clue Read about the Abbey ruins
their entrance at the far
10 near
end of the park. There, flints

are described as what kind of stones? The
answer rhymes with part of a placename.
It’s not the one you want, so cross it off!
To return to the Railway Station, go back to the
Maiwand Lion and follow the path he is intently
gazing down. Exit the park through the arched
gateway at the end and turn left. Carefully
cross the road beyond the two black bollards
and turn right. Follow the pavement around to
your left, cross the pedestrian crossing on your
right and then turn left. Keep on until you reach
the railway station.

HECTOR’S JETTY
WOBBLY COPSE
JOSHUA TREE
PIONEER HUT

DOE COTTAGE
BRIAR BRIDGE
SANDY COVE
CROCAM CRIB
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